MEMORANDUM


TO:
Cape Elizabeth Town Council


FROM:
Ordinance Committee


DATE:
May 29, 2008


SUBJECT:
Town Windmill Amendments

Introduction

The Town Council referred to the Ordinance Committee draft zoning amendments prepared by the Planning Board that would make windmills, defined as a small wind energy system, a permitted use. The Ordinance Committee reviewed the Planning Board recommendation and also visited two windmills erected by the City of Saco at the sewer treatment plant (35’ high) and the train station (100’ high). At the direction of the Town Council, the Ordinance Committee reconsidered their recommendation to the Town Council at their meeting on May 8, 2008.

Description of Amendment

At the May 8th meeting, the Ordinance Committee discussed concerns expressed regarding their recommendation to allow windmills to be installed on town property. While the committee understands that there are town properties that may not appropriate for a windmill, there is also no agreement that a specific site would be ideal for a pilot project involving installation of a windmill. The Ordinance Committee expects the Alternative Energy Committee to recommend installation of a windmill at a specific location at some point. In order to prepare for this recommendation, the Ordinance Committee endorses its original recommendation. 

The proposed zoning amendments would permit the installation of a windmill of up to 100’ in height on town property only. The proposed amendments would include a requirement that any windmill proposed by the Town would require Site Plan Review by the Planning Board.

Conclusion

By a vote of 3-0, the Ordinance Committee voted to recommend for adoption the attached amendments to the Zoning Ordinance.  By the same vote, the Ordinance Committee voted to recommend against adoption of the windmill amendments recommended by the Planning Board. 

Zoning Ordinance

Town windmill amendments

Sec. 19-1-3. DEFINITIONS

Municipal use: Facilities which are owned or operated and/or activities conducted by the Town of Cape Elizabeth for the benefit of the Town’s residents, including, but not limited to municipal office buildings, public schools, public works garages and facilities, public safety buildings, parks and playgrounds, solid waste disposal systems, sewerage facilities, special events and utility infrastructure. For this definition, utility infrastructure shall include but not be limited to wind energy systems.

Wind Energy System:  A structure or structures that may include a wind turbine, a tower, footings, electrical infrastructure, and associated equipment and structures intended to produce electrical power primarily for on-site consumption, or consumption on an adjacent lot when more than one lot is held in common ownership, and that has a rated capacity of not more than 20 kilowatts.

SEC. 19-6-1. RESIDENCE A DISTRICT (RA)

E.  Standards

2.  The following Space and Bulk Standards shall apply:

MAXIMUM WIND ENERGY SYSTEM HEIGHT
(1)  All uses to center of turbine


100’

SEC. 19-6-2.  RESIDENCE B DISTRICT (RB)

E.  Standards

2.  The following Space and Bulk Standards shall apply:

MAXIMUM WIND ENERGY SYSTEM HEIGHT
(1)  All uses to center of turbine


100’

SEC. 19-6-3. RESIDENCE C DISTRICT (RC)

E.  Standards

2.  The following Space and Bulk Standards shall apply:

MAXIMUM WIND ENERGY SYSTEM HEIGHT
(1)  All uses to center of turbine


100’

SEC. 19-6-4. TOWN CENTER DISTRICT (TC)

D.  Standards

2.  The following Space and Bulk Standards shall apply:

MAXIMUM WIND ENERGY SYSTEM HEIGHT
(1)  All uses to center of turbine


100’

SEC. 19-6-5. BUSINESS DISTRICT A (BA)

E.  Standards

2.  The following Space and Bulk Standards shall apply:

MAXIMUM WIND ENERGY SYSTEM HEIGHT
(1)  All uses to center of turbine


100’

SEC. 19-6-6. BUSINESS DISTRICT B (BB)

E.  Standards

2.  The following Space and Bulk Standards shall apply:

MAXIMUM WIND ENERGY SYSTEM HEIGHT
(1)  All uses to center of turbine


100’

SEC. 19-6-8. FORT WILLIAMS PARK DISTRICT (FWP)

E.  Standards

2.  The following Space and Bulk Standards shall apply:
MAXIMUM WIND ENERGY SYSTEM HEIGHT
(1)  All uses to center of turbine


100’

